Ampicillin Suspension
Currently there are no manufacturers marketing this form of ampicillin in Canada.1,2,3
Alternatives:


Amoxicillin suspension appears to be at least as effective as ampicillin suspension except
for infections caused by Salmonella or Shigella.4 These infections can be treated with
alternate drugs (e.g. azithromycin, ciprofloxacin) 5,6 but ampicillin is the drug of choice if
the organism is susceptible7. Amoxicillin is preferred for respiratory tract infections
because it achieves higher serum and tissue concentrations. 4



If ampicillin suspension is considered the best option for the patient, refer caregiver to a
compounding pharmacy
OR



Prepare an extemporaneous suspension using the contents of ampicillin capsules and a
vehicle such as Simple Syrup or Ora-Plus / Ora-Sweet. pH must be adjusted to within a
range of 4.5 and 6 using a buffer such as sodium citrate because ampicillin is acid labile.
This suspension should be stable for the usual course of treatment if refrigerated based
on stability data for a similar formulation.8 There are no published data on
bioavailability.
o Method: Empty capsules into a mortar and smooth out the powder. Add a small
amount of vehicle and triturate to thick, smooth paste. Using geometric dilution,
add vehicle up to final volume.9 Check the pH (meter or strips) and add buffer as
needed to bring the pH between 4.5 and 6.8
o Auxiliary labels: Shake Well, Refrigerate, and Expiry Date - 14 days from date
compounded (USP guidelines for water-containing formulations with no or
limited stability information10).
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