
Promethazine HCl Injectable 
Sandoz Canada Inc., the sole Canadian supplier of parenteral promethazine, has discontinued this 

product.1 

 

Indications for injectable promethazine2,3 

 Prevention and treatment of nausea and vomiting when oral route is not feasible 

 Pre/postoperative/obstetric sedation (uncommon) 

 Acute allergic reactions when oral route is not feasible (uncommon) 
 

Alternate formulations of promethazine 

 Oral products are available: 

o Histantil® 50 mg1,4 

  Compound parenteral promethazine using bulk chemical 

o Powder listed in Medisca catalogue5 
 

Therapeutic alternatives for promethazine hydrochloride injectable 

1. Injectable drugs for prevention and treatment of nausea and vomiting (list not inclusive)3,6: 

Drug Strength Recommended Dose 

Dopamine antagonists 

Haloperidol 5 mg/ml; 1 ml ampoules 2-5 mg IM q2h PRN (adult) 

Methotrimeprazine 25 mg/ml; 1 ml ampoules 

Adult: 6.25-25 mg IV; 10-25 mg IM q8h PRN; 

12.5-50 mg SC q4-6h PRN 

Ped: 0.0625-0.125 mg/kg/day IM in one or 

divided doses 

Metoclopramide 
5 mg/ml; 

2 ml, 10 ml, 30 ml vials 
10-20 mg IV/IM up to QID (adult) 

Antihistamines 

Dimenhydrinate 
10 mg/ml IV; 5 ml vials 

50 mg/ml IM; 1 ml ampoules 

Adult: 50-100 mg IV/IM q4-6h PRN  

(max:400 mg/24h) 

Ped: 5 mg/kg/day or 150 mg/m2/day in 4 

divided doses (max: 300 mg/24h) 

PONV: 50 mg pre-operatively, repeat post-

operatively PRN to max 400 mg/24h 

Diphenhydramine 50 mg/ml; 1 ml ampoules 

Adult: 25-50 mg IV/IM q4h  

(max:400 mg/24h) 

Ped: 5 mg/kg/day or 150 mg/m2/day in 4 

divided doses (max: 300 mg/24h) 

Serotonin antagonists 

Ondansetron 2 mg/ml; 2ml, 4ml ampoules 

PONV Adult: 4mg IV immediately before 

anesthesia or post-operatively 

PONV Ped: 0.1 mg/kg IV; max: 4 mg/kg 

PONV-– post-operative nausea and vomiting 



2. Preoperative, postoperative, obstetric sedation: benzodiazepines (e.g. midazolam, lorazepam), 

opioids (e.g. fentanyl) short-acting anaesthetics (e.g. etodimate, ketamine, propofol) 

 

3. Allergic reactions: injectable antihistamines (e.g., diphenhydramine, hydroxyzine) 
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